
The Miramare Castle and its Park were created in the second half of the nine-
teenth century at the request of Archduke Ferdinand Maximilian of Habsburg. 
Overlooking the Gulf of Trieste, the residence is set within the rocky promonto-
ry of Grignano, establishing a continuous dialogue between architecture, sea, 
and landscape. The Park, covering twenty-two hectares, was developed from a 
karst terrain almost devoid of vegetation, gradually transformed through an ambi-
tious project of afforestation, botanical acclimatization, and landscape design.
	 The restoration of the historic carriage road returns to the pub-
lic a historic route that remained closed for many years, while reactivating an im-
portant connection within the Miramare Park and Gardens. Funded under the 
National Recovery and Resilience Plan (PNRR), the intervention forms part of a 
broader programme for the enhancement and redevelopment of the road it-
self, together with the botanical regeneration of the surrounding area.
	 The works included the restoration of pathways, the stabilization 
of retaining walls, the installation of permeable paving, the consolidation of rus-
tic tunnels, the sustainable management of rainwater, and the botanical reha-
bilitation of the area. The restoration concerns not only the conservation of a 
historic route, but also the recovery of a living and accessible landscape. The 
carriage road thus becomes the focal point of a broader initiative combining 
landscape restoration, architectural conservation, accessibility, sustainability, 
and stewardship of the botanical heritage.

ParcoGiardino
Miramare

The ParcoGiardino 
and the historic 
carriage road

Redevelopment and enhancement of the 
historic carriage road of the ParcoGiardino
of Miramare Castle, together with
the botanical regeneration of the area.

Reading
a landscape

Four thematic stages. Four perspectives.
Four actions to create a digital
narrative of the ParcoGardino Miramare, 
shaped by the intertwining of history, 
nature, stewardship, design, and restoration.
Guiding the narrative is a map that
serves as an interpretative key to the site,
a tool for orientation, and a compass
for collecting materials useful to the story.

Observe the relationship between the Castle, 
the sea, and the Park, and note the 
differences among the plant species present.
Identify what has been preserved
and restored along the route of the historic 
carriage road.
Select a meaningful viewpoint: take several 
photographs and record a short video.
Using the collected materials, create a brief 
story describing the Park and its restoration.

You may tag the Castle on social media 
when publishing your story.

@museomiramare
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Designing the landscape

Crossing the park

Cultivating the world

Restoring the places

ParcoGiardino Miramare

The ParcoGiardino Miramare originates from the vision of 
Archduke Maximilian of Habsburg, who transformed the karst 
promontory of Grignano into a garden shaped by the integration 
of nature, architecture, and botany. The perceived harmony 
arises from a vast design, human-made yet conceived to appear 
natural, capable of uniting the Castle, the sea, and vegetation 
over time into a single experience.

Botanical redevelopment 

Work on the arboreal heritage protects the Park as a living 
work, in continuous growth and transformation. The control of 
invasive alien plant species, the safeguarding of biodiversity, 
and the planting of new specimens strengthen the Black Pine 
barrier and renew the dialogue with existing species, including 
the Stone Pine and the Aleppo Pine.

Landscape redevelopment 

The restoration of the network of paths re-establishes continuity 
between avenues, rond-points, retaining walls, permeable paving, 
and viewpoints. The historic carriage road once again becomes 
a safe route, capable of guiding the gaze along a winding and 
historic stretch of the Park, orienting the visitor experience, 
and opening views over the Gulf of Trieste and the Castle.

Architectural redevelopment 

The work on the areas adjacent to the carriage road improves 
visitor hospitality and clarifies the balance between built 
elements and the surrounding environment. The new rest 
area with seating and a fountain, together with the restoration 
of rustic stone block tunnels and gateways, restores value to 
less visible parts of the route and supports their safe use.
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Listen to our podcast and discover 
the ParcoGiardino Miramare.

Listen to the interview with Moira
Morsut and discover the project.

Listen to the interview with Ivan
Snidero and discover the species.

Listen to the interview with Giorgia
Ottaviani and discover the restoration.

Discover the 
ParcoGiardino 
Miramare


